
Lesson 11

Loving Others

"If only we loved others, the world would be a much better place." How many times have you heard that, or even 
said that? 

"South Africa's problems will be solved when the Europeans start loving the Africans and vice avers."  This is 
probably an even more familiar rendering of this same sentiment.

We talk a lot about loving other people.  Love is a principle we all agree upon.  You never hear anyone saying 
that what we need is more hatred.  But then why is it that we find it so difficult to practice this love we preach? 
For example, with the fellow at the office who rubs you the wrong way?  Or with your servant who is so forgetful?

Part of the reason for our failure to love more is that we ourselves do not feel loved. It is virtually impossible for 
an unloved person to love others.  Yet, when we are loved it is the most natural thing in the world to bubble over 
with love to those around us. Witness how kind and considerate the newly engaged girl is to everyone.  

As Christians we are promised God's love. We can experience this love daily and this frees us from our "love-
needs" and enables us to give love to others. The man for whom God is a stranger has a big problem right from 
the start when it comes to loving others.

Yet another reason for our failure to love more is that we are confused 'as to what love really is. The teenager, 
for example equates love with romance. Others equate love with warm feelings about another person.  But 
Christ tells us to love those we don't even like! What then is love?

In 1 Corinthians 13 there is a superb description of love.  Though one of the most majestic pieces of literature in 
the whole Bible, this chapter is also intensely practical. We find there what might be called, "A Guide to Loving 
Other People.”

Let's study this chapter. Really put your mind to work in analyzing the nature of love. The next half hour or so 
may well be the most valuable time you spend in a long while. This chapter has the potential to change your 
whole life.

I may speak in tongues of men or of angels, but if I am without love, I am a sounding gong or a clanging  
cymbal. I may have the gift of prophecy, and know every hidden truth; I may have faith strong enough to  
move mountains; but if I have no love, I am nothing. I may dole out all I possess, or even give my body to  
be burnt, but if I have no love, I am none the better.

Love is patient; love is kind and envies no one. Love is never boastful, nor conceited, nor rude; never  
selfish, not quick to take offense. Love keeps no score of wrongs; does not gloat over other men's sins,  
but delights in the truth. There is nothing love cannot face; there is no limit to its faith, its hope, and its  
endurance

Love will never come to an end. Are there prophets? their work will be over. Are there tongues of  
ecstasy? they will cease.  Is there knowledge? it will vanish away; for our knowledge and our prophecy  
alike are partial, and the partial vanishes when wholeness comes. When I was a child, my speech, my  
outlook, and my thoughts were all childish. When I grew up, I had finished with childish things. Now we  
see only puzzling reflections in a mirror, but then we shall see face to face. My knowledge now is partial;  
then it will be whole, like God's knowledge of me.  In word, there are three things that last for ever: faith,  
hope, and love; but the greatest of them all is love.
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A.  Outline of Passage

1. In this chapter each of the paragraphs has one main thought.  Give a short title to each paragraph which will 
describe its contents.

Paragraph 1 ________________________________________________________________________

Paragraph 2 ________________________________________________________________________

Paragraph 3 ________________________________________________________________________

What you have done is to outline the passage. An outline is simply a chart of the author's thoughts. The 
outline you have done is relatively simple. You could add sub-points to each of the main categories to make it 
more comprehensive. By outlining a passage you are attempting to follow the flow of the author's ideas. 
Understanding these ideas is the aim of all Bible study. Often a good check on whether you have understood 
a passage is whether or not you can make a full outline of it. 

 B. Paragraph One

2. In paragraph one, what are the six spiritual gifts which Paul says a man may possess?

1____________________________________________________________________________

2____________________________________________________________________________

3____________________________________________________________________________

4____________________________________________________________________________

5____________________________________________________________________________

6____________________________________________________________________________

3. What is Paul's conclusion about these gifts?

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

4. How does love purify each of these gifts.

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

5. Have you ever wondered why sometimes the most ostentatiously religious person in a church is also the 
most difficult person to get along with?  What does this person often lack in spite of his genuine 
spirituality?

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________
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7. Paragraph one answers the question of what makes a man great.  Greatness comes not because of a 
man's gifts.  How often we seem to forget this.  We long to have deep knowledge which will cause others 
to turn to us for answers.  We want to be known as a "man of faith."  We admire the great preacher with 
the golden tongue. We envy the handsome person, the "successful" man, the attractive personality.

Yet the measure of a man is how much he loves. The truly great person mayor may not have great gifts. 
He is great if he loves. How wonderful, how simple!  We all, you and I, have the potential to be great.

C.  Paragraph Two

8. In paragraph two you will find a list of the characteristics of love. In fact, this paragraph might well be 
entitled, "The Anatomy of Love." Here Paul tells us what love is and what love is not.

List each set of characteristics. Then list what each characteristic means. A good dictionary will help you 
to do this. Better still, if it is possible, refer to Barclay's commentary on Corinthians (p. 133 ff.). Here you 
will find a study of the original meaning of each word.

Spend time on this exercise. This is the key section to this whole lesson. Do not be content to give only 
the "dictionary-meaning" of each characteristic. List also what this characteristic means to you and how 
you can apply it in your life. 

Note that you are first asked to find what love is; i.e. the positive aspects of love. Then on the second list 
(starting on page 17) you are asked to list what love is not; i.e. the negative aspects. Several examples 
are given of how Ito fill in the charts.

WHAT LOVE IS

Fact Meaning

a) Patient Patience is bearing disturbances or annoyances 
without complaint, being calm and understanding. 
I must be more patient with the children.
                                                                               

b)                                         ______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

c)                                           _______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

d)                                           _______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________
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e)                                           _______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

f)                                              _______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

g)                                           _______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

WHAT LOVE IS NOT

Fact Meaning

a)                                           _______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

b)                                           _______________________________________

_______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

c)                                           _______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

d)                                           _______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________
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e)                                           _______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

f)                                              _______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

g)       Does not keep track        
          of wrongs                        _______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

h)                                           _______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

8.  Which of these characteristics of love do you find the most difficult to put into practice.

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

Why is this so?________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

Pray abut this.  Ask God for forgiveness and for help.  Make a conscious effort to love in those ways most 
difficult to do.

9.  Love involves action.  It is not just a "feeling" directed toward another.  If we act in love we do certain things, 
and we avoid other things.  This paragraph ought to serve as a guideline to our daily living.  Try reading 1 
Corinthians 13 over each morning for a while, consciously applying its teaching during the day. See what 
happens!  Or read it through each evening and examine your life by what it says.  For example you might 
ask, "Was I really kind today to that shop assistant who brought me a bag of sugar when I asked for flour?" 
This chapter helps us become aware of our actions and motives and failings.  Awareness is the first step 
toward change and growth.
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D. Paragraph Three

10.  Whether we understand a passage or not can often be determined by attempting to write out the passage in 
our own words.  This is called paraphrasing.  Try writing a paraphrase of paragraph three on page 20.

When you have finished turn to the Phillips Translation of the New Testament.  Phillips has, in essence, 
done a complete paraphrase of the New Testament.  Compare your results with his.

FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION

Is love an art? Then it requires knowledge and effort.  Or is love a pleasant sensation, which to experience is a 
matter of chance, something one "falls into" if one is lucky?  This little book is based on the former premise, 
while undoubtedly the majority of people today believe in the latter.  

Not that people think that love is not important.  They are starved for it; they watch endless numbers of films 
about happy and unhappy love stories, they listen to hundreds of trashy songs about love – yet hardly anyone 
thinks that there is anything that needs to be learned about love.

This peculiar attitude is based on several premises which either singly or combined tend to uphold it.  Most 
people see the problem of love, primarily as that of being loved, rather than that of loving, of one's capacity to 
love.  Hence the problem to them is how to be loved, how to be lovable.  In pursuit of this aim they follow several 
paths. 

One, which is especially used by men, is to be successful, to be as powerful and rich as the social margin of 
one's position permits. Another, used especially by women, is to make oneself attractive, by cultivating one's 
body, dress, etc. 

Other ways of making oneself attractive, used both by men and women, are to develop pleasant manners. 
interesting conversation, to be helpful, modest, inoffensive.  Many of the ways to make oneself lovable are the 
same as those used to make oneself successful, "to win friends and influence people."  As a matter of fact, what 
most people in our culture mean by being lovable is essentially a mixture between being popular and having sex 
appeal. 

A second premise behind the attitude that there is nothing to be learned about love is the assumption that the 
problem of love is the problem of an object, not the problem of a faculty. People think that to love is simple, but 
that to find the right object to love -- or to be loved by -- is difficult. This attitude has several reasons rooted in the 
development of modern society. 

One reason is the great change which occurred in the twentieth century with respect to the choice of a "love 
object." In the Victorian age, as in many traditional cultures, love was mostly not a spontaneous, personal 
experience which then might lead to marriage. On the contrary, marriage was contracted by convention -- either 
by the respective families, or by a marriage broker, or without the help of such intermediaries; it was concluded 
on the basis of social considerations, and love was supposed to develop once the marriage had been concluded. 
In the last few generations the concept of romantic love has become almost universal in the Western world.  

In the United States, while considerations of a conventional nature are not entirely absent, to a vast extent 
people are in search of "romantic love," of the personal experience of love which then should lead to marriage. 
This new concept of freedom in love must have greatly enhanced the importance of the object as against the 
importance of the function. 

From The Art of Loving by Erich Fromm; 
London: Allen and Unwin 

New York: Harper & Row. pp. 1-3.
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FOR YOUR BOOKSHELF

1.  The Four Loves by C. S. Lewis; London: Fontana; New York: Harcourt, Brace and World. Another of Lewis' 
lucid and scintillating studies, this time focusing on the anatomy of love.

2.  Herein Is Love by Reuel Howe; Philadelphia: Judson Press. A study of the Biblical doctrine of love in its 
bearing on personality, parenthood, teaching, and all other human relationships.

3.  Works of Love by Soren Kierkegaard; (trans. Lillian Swenson); Princeton: Princeton University Press.  An 
examination of the "duty to love" by the father of existential philosophy. A difficult but rewarding book.

4.  Man's Need and God's Action by Reuel Howe; New York: Seabury Press; especially pp. 79-100.

5.  Woman to Woman by Eugenia Price; Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing House. The practical outworking 
of a life of love, written for women by a woman. Very readable.

6.  Companions of the Way by Robinson and Winward; London: Scripture Union; especially pp. 33-40 and 48-
53.

7.  New Testament Christianity by J. B. Phillips; London: Hodder and Stoughton; New York: The Macmillan Co.; 
especially Chapter 6.

8.  Making Men Whole by J. B. Phillips; London: Fontana; New York: The Macmillan Co.; especially Chapters III 
& IV. 9. Mere Christianity by C. S. Lewis; London: Fontana; New York: The Macmillan Co.; especially Book 
III, Chapters 6,7, & 9.
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